32                   Panchapadika

An object that is in a dark room is not apprehended be-
cause it is not visible. The first rays of light coming from
the candle illumine the object ; ^M ^ object is distinct
from the darkness that is dispelled by the rays of light,
Likewise take an object whish is at a fixed place and which
exists for a certain period of time. Inference is to establish
'ajn&na' as a positive entity. It is 'vasthvantara purvakam
distnict from the object cognised, distinct fr.)m the self. It
is at the same place as the object, but is not cognised by
the sense-organs. ]t dispels itself as the object is appre-
hended ; ie.. it is not ^drsta9. The object that is not cog-
nised stands as 'avrita' (coriceaiead covered) just as the
cognition sublates the prior conition, we cannot say that the
cognition of the object dispels the ignorance that has enve-
loped it so far. It is 'svaprabhava vyatinkta" (other than
its own prior-non-existence) or brought about by nothing
outside of itself. Since there is nothing external to it, it
itself is the ^.varana' (ocupying, covering). And when the
object is cognised that which is sublaled is this 'avarana
The moment it is sublated, the object gets known ; and this
is possible only when the object and 'ajnana' are at the
same place. And since it is not an erronneous cognition
that results, it is said tha.t it is 'vastav antara' or an object
distinct from that which is- known.

The 'helu^ (cause) for all this is the illumination of an
object in a dark room by the first rays of light. It is said
the raysh illumine the object which is so far u nillumined.
Cognition is 'dhara vahika" (continous process). Here cog.
nition is taJ:en to be a continuous stream or span spread
over successive moments. The cognition of the second
moment does not destory the knowledge of the first mom-
ent ; and by the time we come to the second moment,. the